Please amend the application as follows: 
MTHkC I.AIMS. 

Cancel Claim 11. 

Amend Claims 12 and 16 as follows; 
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CH3 CH^ 



R_C_N = N_C — R (III). 
CN CN 

where R denotes a member selected from the group consisting of CH3, C2H5, C3H7, 
C4H9, n- C3H7. i- CaHz, n- C4H9, i- C4H9. and t- C4H9, 

and wherein process comprise in sequence 

feeding a first mixture that contains said azo compound and a first amount of 
monomers to said fatex to form a reaction mixture, said first amount being 10 to 95 
percent relative to the weight of the total amount of said monomers entailed in said 
polymerization, said azo compound being in an amount of 0.2 to 3 percent relative to 
the weight of said first amount, and 

introducing to the reaction mixture a second mixture that contains said 
porsulfate compound and a second amount of monomers, said second amount 
being 5 to 90 percent relative to the weight of the total amount of said monomers 
entailed in said polymerization, the amount of said persulfate compound being 0.05 
to 1 .5 percent relative to the weight of said second amount. 

Please add the following claim: 

--17. A process for producing njbber-containing graft polymers by emulsion 
polymerization wherein resin forming vinyl polymers are polymerized in the presence 
of njbbcr in latex form using an initiator combination comprising an azo compound 
and a persulfate compound, wherein 

i) tho graft monomers are metered into the rubber latex to form a 
polymenzation mixture, 

li) adding to the polymerization mixturo :^ first mixture containing the azo 
compound and a first amount of rronomers, said first amount 
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containing 10 to 95 percent relative to the weight of the total amount of 
the monomers entailed in said polymeri7ation and said azo compound 
is present in an amount of 0.2 to 3 percent relative to the weight of said 
first amount, 

iii) adding to the polymerization mixture a second mixture that contains 
said pcrsulfate compound and a second amount of monomers, tn an 
amount quantities of 0.05 to 1 .5 wt.% relative to the weight of said 
second amount said second amount being 5 to 90 percent relative to 
the weight of the total amount of said monomers entailed in the 
polymerization. 

iv) bringing the polymerization reaction to an end, 
wherein a compound of formula (III) 
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C — N — - 
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C- 
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(IM), 



CN 



CN 



in which 



R stands for CH3, CpH^, C3H7, C.4H9 and their isomer groups, 



IS used as azo compound.— 
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